EARLY   STAGES   OF   THE   OEDIPUS   CONFLICT
here of the work of Karen Homey, who was the first to examine
the sources of the castration complex in women in so far as those
sources lie in the Oedipus situation.
In this connection I must speak of the importance for sexual
development of certain early experiences in childhood. In the
paper which I read at the Salzburg Congress in 1924, I men-
tioned that when observations of coitus take place at a later stage of
development they assume the character of traumata, but that if
such experiences occur at an early age they become fixated and
form part of the sexual development. I must now add that a
fixation of this sort may hold in its grip not only that particular
stage of development, but also the super-ego which is then in
process of formation, and may thus injure its further development.
For the more completely the super-ego reaches its zenith in the
genital stage, the less prominent will be the sadistic indentifications
in its structure and the more likely will be the securing of mental
health and the development of a personality on an ethically high
level.
There is another kind of experience in early childhood which
strikes me as typical and exceedingly important. These experi-
ences often follow closely in time upon the observations of coitus
and are induced or fostered by the excitations set up thereby.
I refer to the sexual relations of little children with one another,
between brothers and sisters or playmates, which consist in the
most varied acts: looking, touching, performing excretion in
common, fellatio, cunnilingus and often direct attempts at coitus.
They are deeply repressed and have a cathexis of profound feelings
of guilt. These feelings are mainly due to the fact that this love-
object, chosen under the pressure of the excitation due to the
Oedipus conflict, is felt by the child to be a substitute for the
father or mother or both. Thus these relations, which seem so
insignificant and which apparently no child under the stimulus
of the Oedipus development escapes-, take on the character of an
Oedipus relation actually realized, and exercise a determining
influence upon the formation of the Oedipus complex, the
subject's detachment from that complex and upon his later sexual
relations. Moreover, an experience of this sort forms an im-
portant fixation-point in the development of the super-ego. In
consequence of the need for punishment and the repetition-
compulsion, these experiences often cause the child to subject
himself to sexual traumata. In this connection I would refer you
to Abraham,1 who showed that experiencing sexual traumata is
one part of the sexual development of children. The analytic
1 Karl Abraham, Selected Papers, International Psycho-Analytical Library, No. 13.
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